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The customary land tenure
conversion process was previously
done by the Land Titles Commission
(LTC). The LTC had been merged
with the National Land Commission
(NLC) to form the Land Commission
of Papua New Guinea (LCPNG). 

The LTC and NLC were established
under separate legislation but these
have been repealed by the Land
Commission Act 2022, which
became operational on 2
September 2022.
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION
A citizen may apply to the Commission in
the prescribed form for registration in his
or its name of any customary land or of an
interest in customary land. Citizen is
defined to include: (a) a business group;
and (b) a land group; and a customary
kinship group; and a customary descent
group; and a customary local group or
community.            

EFFECT OF CONVERSION ORDER 
It is important to understand that once a
Conversion Order is issued, that land
ceases to be customary land, and any
right to the ownership or possession of
the land, and any other right, title, estate
or interest in or in relation to the land,
cease in all respects to be subject to or
regulated by custom. 

LIMITATIONS ON THE
REGISTRATION
There are limitations on the registration
of any interests in a piece of land before
the Commission and these shall prevent
the registration of such accordingly

REMOVAL OF RESTRICTIONS
UPON DEALINGS
Certain limitations are registered
against the proprietorship and the
Minister can uplift these restrictions,
so long as it does not adversely affect
the interests of the registered
proprietor.  
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EEEnsure portion of land is Customary
Land and not State Land. Check with
DLPP and LCPNG to ascertain this first.
LCPNG can conduct a hearing to
determine the status of a portion of land
whether it is state or customary land but
this is a separate hearing from land
tenure conversion

Once verified as customary land, get a
surveyor to survey your land and ensure
it is a Certified Survey Plan. Do ensure
all persons with vested interests are
consulted. The Survey Plan must be
recent too. Applies only to individuals
and/or maximum of up to 6 family
members. 

Obtain from LCPNG Form 1 and Form 3,
fill out and submit with certified
Survey Plan to the LCPNG. Ensure all
requirements are met before
submitting to LCPNG 

Upon receipt of the relevant Certificate
from Surveyor General, a date and time
is scheduled for a LC Hearing to take
place in the respective Province(s)
based on the number of applications.
Hearings are prioritized based on the
number of applications, 

Surveyor General’s Office is consulted
as part of the verification process.
Cross references are made with
National Land Register and DLPP
Registers. 

All applications received are
registered and an acknowledgement
letter is sent to every application
lodged. Only applications that meet
all requirements are given a File
Reference Number. Use this
Reference for follow ups. 

A Notice under Section 8 of the Land
(Tenure Conversion) Act 1963 is
published in the local daily newspapers.
Notices and announcements are made
through the respective
Provincial/District/LLG Administrations. 

A 30-day objection period is allowed
after the Notice of Hearings are
published. The LCPNG then
prepares for the hearings. 

The substantive Hearing takes place.
The Hearing is conducted as much as
possible, near the subject land area.
Preliminary Hearings may precede the
substantive Hearings where necessary. 

A 90-day appeal period is given for any
appeals to be lodged to the Commission
in relation to the recently completed
Hearing. Copies of Transcripts and
Written Decisions are made available to
any appellant. 

Usually it takes about two (2) weeks
to complete a circuit: 1 week for
hearing and 1 week for site
inspections

Site Inspections of applications for
Hearings, where necessary, are carried
out after or before the Hearing is
conducted by the Commission.

If no appeal is lodged after 90 days a
Conversion Order (CO) is issued to the
Registrar of Titles (RoT) to issue the
Certificate of Titles as per the CO. 

The successful Applicants are informed
and are issued a copy of the CO. The RoT is
provided a copy of the CO for the issuance
of Certificate of Title accordingly. 

LCPNG updates its Register accordingly,
and stands ready to assist the Office of
Solicitor General on any appeals before
the Courts. 
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